
BFL Greates Affordable Housing in the Bronx

Mark 0'Meara, Stalf Writer, Novogradac & Company LLP

n affordable housing property in the Bronx, Nelv

York, N.Y. will soon open its doors to people

who have experienced homelessness, people

with disabilities and survivors of domestic violence' A

groundbreaking ceremony for Barrier Free Living (BFL)'

a tZt-unit affordable supportive housing development'

was held June 4. Construction on the property is

expected to be complete by May 2015' A month later' it

will welcome residents.

"We want to address the issue of rnaking permanent

housing available for people with disabilities' While

there are people with disabilities who can successfully

live independently, we know that others need support

services to be able to be successful living in the

community," said Paul Feuerstein, BFI-s president and

CEO. "Our project is to get those who need supports out

in the community living in supportive housing'"

The property is named after its nonprofit owner Barrier

Free Living, whose mission is to "empower individuals

with disabilities to live independent, dignified lives free

of abuse." BFL teamed up with Alembic Community

Development on its first permanent supportive housing

development. Alembic specializes in partnering with

nonprofit community-based organizations to build

affoidable and supportive housing and community

space.
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Barrier Free Living, a rzr-unit affordable supportive housing development in the Bronx, N'Y''

had its ground breaking ."r"rrrorry lrrt're 4 und^ is expected to iomplete construction by May 2015'

"We partner with nonprofit organizations and assist

them in realizing their vision' We provide development

capacity. It's ordinarily not our 'vision that we are

trylng to realize, but the vision of the nonprofit"' said

Benjamin Warnke, principal of Alembic' "This was a

p."ity compelling project and we felt like it was a good

match in terms of skill sets and temperament " ' It was

more about feel ihan science."

BFL Provides Housing, Tenant Services

The BFL property is comprised of two buildings:

one building, on East 138th Street, will provide 50

affordable housing units to families whose head of

household is a disabled survivor of domestic violence'

In addition, there will be one unit for an apartment

manager who will supervise both buildings' The

second building, on East 139th Street, will have 70 units

for individuals with disabilities who are survivors of

domestic violence, severely disabled women who are in

nursing home diversion programs and women who are

disabled veterans. Units will be available for families

and individuals earning at or below 60 percent of the

area median income, which is equivalent to an annual

income of no more than $36,120 for an individual or

$51,540 for a familY of four.

"Our goal is to prepare them for community living"'

said Feuerstein. He said that the property provides

permanent housing and residents are welcome to stay

as long as theY like, but that

BFL sees the develoPment

as a step to self-sufficiencY.

"Eventually our goal is to helP

people move out and live on

their own."

This facility offers many

amenities to helP residents

live as comfortablY as Possible,
Feuerstein said. All units

in both buildings will meet

Americans with Disabilities

Act (ADA) accessibilitY

corrtirnLed on Pnge 41
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